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Exciting Changes for Brunch Break
by Carrie Smith

Thank you to the Brunch Break Committee for many years of faithful 
service.

Faithfulness.  That is the word 
that immediately comes to mind 
when I think of the Brunch Break 
Committee.  Their service over the 
years is a living definition of the 
word:  loyal, constant, dedicated 
and committed. 

Barb Olson has been the com-
mittee head for 14 years.  Lynne 
Jensen and Linda Cooley have 
been decorating the stage for 20 
years.  Loree Westenburg, Cindy 
Shearer and many others have 
served for a similar number of 
years.  It is their faithful service 
that has kept this ministry going 
since it was founded by Sue Dar-
lington in the early 80s.

Brunch Break was established 
to present the gospel message 
through testimonies of ladies from 
our congregation.  It is meant to be 
an event where unsaved guests are 
welcomed and given an opportuni-

ty to hear and consider the gospel 
message.  For our own church 
family, we rejoice in hearing how 
others came to know the Lord.  
We also enjoy getting to know the 
speaker a little better and to get 
to know others at our table as we 
share a meal together.

While church ministries 
continue from one generation to 
another, the people serving change 
and change again over time.  Barb 
Olson is ready to step aside as the 
head of the Brunch Break commit-
tee and her committee is stepping 
aside also to make way for a new 
generation of Brunch Break ser-
vants.  They leave behind a faithful 
example to follow. 

Jennifer Huff and Tami Cof-
fin have agreed to head up a new 
committee and are already busy 
making plans for the next season.  
Janice Horn will act as a mentor/
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advisor to this new committee as 
they learn to serve in this way.

Please be in prayer for the for-
mer committee as they seek new 
ways to serve the Lord in the days 
ahead. Also pray for the new com-
mittee as they make plans to carry 
this ministry into the future. 

Tami Coffin, Janice Horn, and Jennifer Huff

Gil and our other teachers 
faithfully teach the Scriptures to 
us.  We want to adorn the doctrine 
we are taught by living lives in 
step with God’s Word and faith-
fully serving Him in this, our local 
church.  

To God be the glory!



4  • Heartbeat

Family News
Hospitalized. Bill Rathe was a 
patient at Southwest Surgical Hos-
pital, Bryan West.

Hospitalized. Ruby Rogers was a 
patient at Bryan East.
Open House. Larry and Ruth Por-
ter invite the IHCC church family 
to an open house on Saturday, May 
16 from 1–4 p.m. at 6701 Sum-
ner Street to help celebrate God’s 
goodness in giving them 50 years 
of marriage. No cards or gifts 
please; your friendship is the only 
gift they desire.
Thank You. I would like to thank 
the IHCC body for remembering 
me with visits, phone calls, and 
prayers while I spent three months 
recuperating in a facility. The bro-
ken femur is healing and I’m now 
at home with my hubby taking 
care of me. Praising the Lord for 
all of you.—Carmen Moser

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. Our children 
reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. Our children 
studied Numbers 16 and learned 
about Israel rejecting God’s 
prophet and priest. The lesson goal 
is to respect and obey the leader-
ship that God has established.

Information
VBS Decorating & Supply closet 
is open. It is located in the the un-
finished area upstairs just north of 
the elevator. If you have any ques-
tions, please call or text Michelle 
Pietzyk at 402-480-1347.
VBS online registration is now 
available on the church’s website: 
www.ihcc.org
VBS Invitations will be available 
next Sunday, May 17 at the main 
entrances. 
Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, May 12 from 8 a.m.–6:30 
p.m.
Promotion Sunday is June 7. That 
is the day all students are promoted 
to the next grade. The one excep-
tion is incoming highschool fresh-
men. They are promoted to the high 
school ministry on May 24.
VBS Skit Auditions. Anyone in 
seventh grade or older who is in-
terested in serving in the VBS skit 
this year is welcome to read for a 
part. We will be having auditions 
on May 17 at 4 p.m. in the chapel. 
Please e-mail Sarah Jacobsen at 
smjacobsen@hotmail.com for a 
head count (even if you already 
spoke to me in person, please e-
mail). Thanks for so much interest.
Incoming Junior High Parents. 
All parents of incoming junior 
high students are invited to a short 
informational meeting on Sunday, 
May 17, in the high school room, 
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immediately following the morn-
ing worship service.
Girls of Grace Counselors. The 
last camp meeting for counselors 
and junior counselors will be held 
Sunday, May 17 at 4:30 p.m. in 
room  2209-2210. Please call Jeff 
and Denise Harford, 402-540-
6073, if you cannot attend.
Teacher Workshop for all chil-
dren’s teachers (potential teachers, 
VBS, Children’s Church, Sunday 
School, Sunday Night teachers). 
Workshop will be held May 17 in 
rooms 1101-1102 immediately fol-
lowing the morning service. Plan 
to meet from 11:45 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Pizza will be provided.
Plant Sale. Girls of Grace will 
have a plant sale in May to raise 
money for camp. The plants that 
will be available are: tomatoes, 
zucchini, peppers, cucumbers, 
herbs, and other vegetables and 
flowers. Call Nancy Price at 402-
792-9331 if you have questions. 

Needs
Teachers are needed for VBS. If 
you’d like to help June 22–26, con-
tact Tammy Wheat, 402-730-8088. 
Pringles cans are needed for VBS! 
We need 100 full-size Pringles 
cans with the plastic lid to turn 
into lighthouses. The cans and lids 
can be dropped off at the north or 
south lobby desks.
Flower Pots. As you buy plants 
this spring for your home, please 

consider saving the pots for the 
Price family to use in starting new 
tomatoes or peppers next year.  
Even the “Go” cups from KFC 
work well. Pudding cups make ex-
cellent individual containers. Pots 
or containers may be left at the 
north or south information center.
Auditorium Cleaners Needed. 
Workers are needed to vacuum a 
section of the auditorium once ev-
ery five weeks. Most sections take 
less than an hour and can be done 
at your convenience. If you would 
like to serve in this way, please 
call Melissa Glenn, 402-440-7396.
Cleaners and Callers Needed. 
Cleaners are needed to vacuum 
and wipe down surfaces in a sec-
tion of the church once every five 
weeks. Callers are needed to make 
phone calls to remind cleaners it is 
their week to vacuum. If you’d like 
to serve in this ministry, call Tami 
Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Bible Teacher needed for a weekly 
study beginning in May at Orchard 
Park Assisted Living. Contact 
Duane Nelsen, 402-483-4541 for 
more information.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door Evan-
gelism. If you’d like to give it a try, 
contact Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Door to Door evangelism meets 
Mondays at the church’s north 
entrance at 6:15 p.m.
Gardening. Please meet in the 
south parking lot on Wednesday at 
10 a.m. 
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Have You Been Baptized?
Water baptism is a unique 

command from the Lord for every 
believer. It is a symbolic act of 
obedience that testifies to the 
world one’s allegiance to Christ in 
His death, burial and resurrection. 
It is a commandment that is to be 
obeyed once in all of eternity for 
every Christian, regardless of gift 
or calling.

Baptism is also a very pub-
lic identification with the Lord’s 
people--the Church. When Peter 
preached the Gospel of Christ on 
Pentecost Sunday, the Scripture 
says “Those who had received his 
word were baptized; and about 
three thousand were added to their 
number that day” (Acts 2:41). You 
can imagine the impact of 3,000 
baptisms taking place all over the 
city. Those baptized were risking 
much--their public identification 
with the crucified Christ branded 
them as enemies of the Jewish 
hierarchy and outcasts of their 
families and friends. 

Baptism is correctly perceived 
by the world as a rejection of one’s 
previous beliefs, a clear statement 
of repentance from the “empty 
ways of our forefathers.” However, 
God considers our obedience in 
water baptism of sufficient impor-
tance to demand it even when the 
costs are great. 

For these reasons it has been 
very exciting to witness the 

baptisms of many into the Lord’s 
Church over recent months. Pastor 
Duane Nelsen guides each new 
believer into the waist deep baptis-
tery, reads their testimony of faith 
to the congregation and then asks, 
“Is this your testimony of faith in 
Jesus Christ?”

After an affirmative response 
Duane says, “Based on your public 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ 
as your Savior from sin, I baptize 
you in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

The believer is laid back 
under the water and then raised up 
again. The tears of joy mix with 
the waters of baptism as another 
Christian signals his new birth to 
the world and to the heavens. 

It is important to understand 
that water baptism is not a part 
of salvation. One is forever saved 
from judgment the moment they 
trust Christ as Savior and Lord. 
However, baptism should be one of 
the first acts of obedience for every 
new believer. It should also be one 
of the next acts of obedience for 
any “not-so-new” believers who 
have put it off!

If there has been one sad note 
in the recent wave of baptisms, it 
is that only about half our church 
body is present to witness these 
new believers and hear their 
testimonies. As mentioned ear-
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Sonshine Kids
by Carissa Valenta

The Sonshine Kids will be 
singing on the evening of May 17. 
We will meet in the auditorium 
that evening at 5:30 and sing at 
the beginning of the service. After 
singing, the children will go to the 
SS Kids room for the remainder of 
the service.

SS Kids (4s & Ks) meet every 
Sunday evening at 6:30 in the SS 
Kids room, but we will be having 
two additional practices during 
Children’s Church on May 10 and 
17. If you plan on your child partic-
ipating in next week’s program, it 
would be very helpful to have them 
join us for all our final practices. 

We have had such a delightful 
year singing praises to the Lord 
with your children! We hope you 
will continue to involve your chil-
dren during the summer months as 
they learn Music and Arts material 
just like the older kids!

Last Week’s Message
May 3 AM. GR 1805. The Eternal 
Significance of Today. 2 Corinthians 
5:10
May 3 PM. GR 1917. Early Revela-
tion of Two Resurrections. Dan. 12:2

lier, Christians are baptized only 
once in all eternity. It should be an 
occasion of celebration and great 
joy, as well as an opportunity to 
meet and encourage new brothers 
and sisters in Christ. It would be 
proper for our church building to 
be filled to concert capacity when 
new believers are baptized. 

If you’d like to join us for the 
next baptism, watch the newsletter. 
If it is time for you to get baptized, 
pick up the pamphlet entitled, 
Preparation for Water Baptism in 
the lobby book racks and call the 
church receptionist, 402-483-4541 
for a baptism interview.

Stop tracts are available at the 
main entrances. They’re free and 
they are great for sitting down 
with someone and going through 
the gospel. Pick some up today and 
then go out and share them!

Evangelism 
Tools
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Girls of Grace
Boys of Faith

Sonshine Kids

Monday
Door to Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.

Sisters 7 p.m.

Tuesday
Clothing Outlet 8 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Gardening 10 a.m.
Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.

Orchestra 6-7:30 p.m.
Awana Awards 7–8:30 p.m.

Jham 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7–8:30 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m. 
Issues . . . World 7 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Future Events
May 17

Children’s Teacher Workshop
Incoming Junior High Parent 

Meeting
VBS Skit Auditions

Girls of Grace Camp Meeting

May 24
Incoming High School Freshmen 

Promoted to High School

May 25
Memorial Day (Offices Closed)

May 28–31
Girls of Grace Camp

June 1-6
High School Camp

June 7
Promotion Sunday

June 14
Communion

June 22-26
Vacation Bible School

July 3
Building Closes at 5 p.m.

July 4
Independance Day (Offices Closed)

July 26
Communion

August 1–4
Boys of Faith Camp

August 5–9
Junior High Camp

September 7
Labor Day (Offices Closed)
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